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Segment Survey – Jonah 4:1-11 
I. Structure 

A. Main Units and Sub-Units 
4:1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4:5 

4:6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4:11 

Anger at Yahwah’s Deliverance of Nineveh 

A. Jonah’s Prayer of Displeasure, asking for 
death: “It is better for me to die than to live.” 
(1-3) 

B. Yahweh’s Response: “Do you well to be 
angry?” (4) 

C. Jonah’s Reaction – Behavioral (5) 

A. Jonah’s Prayer of Displeasure, asking for 
death: “It is better for me to die than to live.” 
(6-8) 

B. Yahweh’s Response: “Do you well to be 
angry?” (9a) 

C. Jonah’s Reaction – Verbal (9b) 
D. Yahweh’s Final Rejoinder (10-11) 

Anger at Yahweh’s Destruction of the Plant 



B. Structural Relationships 

1) Repetition (Recurrence) of Contrast 

 

 

 

 
 

Questions: 
 (a) Precisely what is the perspective of Yahweh and the perspective of 

 Jonah regarding deliverance and destruction here? What are the 

 specific differences between the perspective of Yahweh and the 

 perspective of Jonah? What is the meaning of each of these differences? 

  

 (b) Why, according to this passage, do Yahweh and Jonah hold these 

 different perspectives? Why did the writer present these different 

 perspectives as he has? 

 (c) Implications?  
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2) Climax with Contrast 

 The segment reaches a high point of culmination (climax) in vv. 9-

11, which addresses issues pertaining to vv.1-5 as well as to vv.6-8 

(Note, for example, that v.9b answers the questions of v. 4 and v.9a). The 

ultimate climax is v.11, where Yahweh contrasts Jonah’s concern for the 

(insignificant) plant, to Yahweh’s own concern for the great city of 

Nineveh. 

 

Questions: 
 (a) Precisely how does this segment progress toward Yahweh’s final rejoinder in v.11? 

 How does this final rejoinder illumine the speech and actions in vv.1-10? How does 

 the progression toward v. 11 illumine Yahweh’s final rejoinder there? How does the 

 difference between Jonah’s concern for the insignificant plant, and his repudiation of 

 Yahweh’s concern for Nineveh bring the action and the ideas of this segment to a 

 head? 

  

 (b) Why, according to this segment, does Yahweh respond to all that has been said 

 and done with this rejoinder regarding the difference of significance between the 

 plant that he destroyed and the great city he rescued? Why did the writer thus move 

 the segment toward its culmination in this rejoinder from Yahweh? 

 (c) Implications?  

Definitive  
Qs 

Rational 
Qs 



II. Questions – See Above under I. B. 

 

III. Key Verses/ Strategic Areas 

 4:9-11 – represents repetition 

 (recurrence) of contrast, and climax 

 with contrast 

 

IV. Literary Form: prose narrative (form 

 of storm) 


