


Home is the natural habitat for human beings and has always been our 
primary school and church; it’s where we learn to love learning and love God. 
Winfield Bevins has given families a valuable resource for forming the habits 
of the soul for every age, and forming those habits with our most primary 
relationships.

—Gloria Gaither
accomplished songwriter, author, and speaker

Living Room Liturgy draws deeply on Scripture and the riches of the church 
to help give us words for worship at home. I can’t wait to use it on the sofa 
with my family!

—Beth Felker Jones
Professor of Theology

Wheaton College

I love this book of prayers for the home! I’ve valued using “A Liturgy for Times 
of Trouble” during the lockdown, and prayed “A Liturgy for Planting a Tree” 
with my son Isaac after moving a tree sapling to a new permanent home in 
our garden. This is a great resource, helping us to pray.

—Matthew Porter 
Vicar of The Belfrey, York, UK 

and author of A-Z of Prayer

The deep Christian traditions invite us to reimagine the home as a “little 
school of prayer.” This liturgically accessible resource can guide households 
to once again insource discipleship between fathers and daughters, mothers 
and sons, and families of all shapes and sizes. I highly recommend Winfield’s 
new book of liturgy for the home.

—A. J. Sherill
Pastor of Mars Hill Bible Church 

and author of Enneagram and Spiritual Formation

This is absolutely brilliant. What a gift this book will be as churches continue 
to be dispersed into people’s homes.

—Glenn Packium
Pastor of New Life Downtown 

and author of Blessed Broken Given 
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Introduction
We are all familiar with the phrase, “Home is where the heart is.” What if I told 
you that your home was more than just a mere house? Whether you realize it 
or not, your home is a domestic church. The English word “domestic” comes 
from the Latin domesticus, which refers to house, home, family, or household. 
The term “domestic” was used by the early church to describe the home as a 
“little church.” The earliest Christians simply worshiped in ordinary people’s 
homes. St. John Chrysostom (AD 349–407) once said, “Indeed, a house is a little 
church.”1 This reminds us that the home can be a place of Christian worship. 
Worship doesn’t just happen within the four walls of a church building; it can 
also happen in our homes in the ordinary moments of everyday life.

This tradition did not end with the early church, but continued through 
the Reformation with Martin Luther and John Calvin, both of whom 
promoted family worship in the home and called upon parents to disciple 
their children. Later, Christians in England and America carried on the 
emphasis on family worship and discipleship. John Wesley wrote a Collection 
of Prayers for Families, which were to be used for morning and evening prayers 
throughout the week. The pastoral theologian Jonathan Edwards said that 
“Every Christian family ought to be as it were a little church.”2 Home can also 
be a place where worship and discipleship happens. This is a tradition that 
needs recovering.

Thinking about our homes as domestic churches is a radical paradigm 
shift for many of us in the West. However, many people are beginning to 
rediscover that worship is not just something we do on Sunday mornings, 
but can take place in the spaces that we live as well. Monsignor Renzo Bonetti 
stated: “The domestic church has its own liturgy that echoes and points to the 
universal church.”3 In other words, the rituals and practices of the home are 
liturgies that flow from the rituals and practices of the church. This means 

1. St. John Chrysostom, Homily 20: On Ephesians 5:22–33, St. John Chrysostom—
On Marriage and Family Life (Crestwood, NY: St. Vladimir’s Seminary Press, 1991).
2. Jonathan Edwards, Sermons and Discourses, 1743–1758, eds. Wilson H. 
Kimnach and Harry S. Stout, vol. 25, The Works of Jonathan Edwards (New Haven; 
London: Yale University Press, 2006), 25:484.
3. Renzo Bonetti, Signs of Love: Christian Liturgy in the Everyday Life of the Family 
(Franklin, TN: Seedbed Publishing, 2012), 4. 
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that the home is also a place of Christian worship, learning, and discipleship. 
We bring the components of a worship service—which includes reading the 
Bible, praying, and singing—into our homes through liturgy. 

Liturgy is a word that is often misunderstood. The English word “liturgy” 
comes from the Greek word leitourgia, which simply means “the work of the 
people.” The origin of liturgy comes from the practice of worship in the early 
church, and the purpose is to unite the body of believers in the essential work 
of the people—the worship of the one true God. I use the term “liturgy” in 
the broadest sense to refer both to something we do together in corporate 
worship and to individual spiritual disciplines; practices that help root us 
daily in the worship of God.4 There are a few reasons why I think liturgy can 
be helpful for the home. 

Liturgy can help us slow down and celebrate the different seasons of life. What 
do I mean by this? The book of Ecclesiastes reminds us that, “There is a time 
for everything, and a season for every activity under the heavens” (Eccl. 3:1). 
From life to death, each season is unique and different and requires its own 
celebration, anticipation, mourning, reflection, and prayer. However, there 
are times when we simply don’t have the words to express ourselves in 
prayer. When we don’t know how to pray or when we need encouragement 
to pray during these moments, liturgy can help us. Liturgy can inspire and 
encourage us whenever we find ourselves at a loss for words or when our 
desire to pray is not there. Liturgy reminds us that life is rhythmic and that 
we need to honor God in all the seasons of life. Through liturgy we are able to 
acknowledge God’s lordship in both the high and the low times of our lives.

Liturgy can also help us worship with others in a common way. “Common” 
doesn’t mean something that is ordinary; rather, it means something that 
is shared in common with others. “Common” is also the root of the word 
“community” and refers to something we do or share together. By worshiping 
and praying in a common way through liturgy, we find that we are never 
really praying alone. Liturgy brings us together in worship by using common 
words and prayers that we speak together. Whether we are alone in a room or 
gathered with others in a small group, our prayers are united with believers 
both past and present. This is what theologian Scot McKnight describes 
in Praying with the Church, where he distinguishes between praying in the 

4. See Winfield Bevins, Ever Ancient, Ever New: The Allure of Liturgy for a New 
Generation (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2019). 



xvii

I N T R O D U C T I O N

church and with the church. Liturgy gives us a common worship that unites 
us with those around us and with other believers around the world who are 
praying the same rhythm of prayers throughout the day. 

Liturgy can also help us turn the ordinary places in our home into holy places. 
Today, the ordinary places that we inhabit most such as the family table, the 
living room, or even the car can become places of prayer and worship. Liturgy 
can help our homes become sacred places of hospitality and thanksgiving as 
we gather together to break bread, share stories, and give thanks. Something 
as ordinary as a bowl of soup or a grilled cheese sandwich can become a 
sacrament if it is made and received with love. How beautiful would it be if 
we offered up the ordinary times of the day and the spaces of our homes for 
the glory of God?

As you use these liturgies, I want to encourage you to set aside the 
ordinary places in your home for worship and prayer. Gather together in 
your kitchen, living room, or the backyard. Any place will do, as long as it 
is set apart for the Lord. These ordinary places can be transformed into holy 
places—or, as the Celtic Christians would call them, “thin places”—where 
we can meet with God. The regular moments of our days can become holy 
moments when consecrated to the Lord. 

HOW TO USE THIS BOOK 

Living Room Liturgy was written to help you worship in the everyday 
moments of life in your home. It contains liturgies and shorter prayers that 
can be used while enjoying a morning cup of coffee, at the dinner table, 
while you’re spending time with your loved ones in your living room, or in 
the evenings at your children’s bedsides before they fall asleep. This book is 
designed to be used in ordinary times throughout the day and for special 
occasions throughout the year. In putting this book together, I have carefully 
crafted each liturgy, selecting the scriptures, and I have written many of the 
prayers myself. However, some of the prayers have been drawn from several 
different sources, in particular, the Book of Common Prayer.5 Some of them are 
very old, while others are new. It is important to say that these liturgies and 

5. The Book of Common Prayer has been read by millions around the world and 
still influences Christians today; it is one of the most beautiful prayer books ever 
composed. A few years ago, I discovered the Book of Common Prayer, and a whole 
new world opened up to me. There are various versions, including the 1979, and 
the most recent 2019 version by the Anglican Church in North America. 
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prayers do not belong to any one tradition, but they belong to all of us. I have 
written this book for Christians from various backgrounds who are looking 
for a way to bring liturgy into the home. I believe that we can all draw from 
the richness of the liturgical tradition of the church for today. 

The book is divided into several sections that are easy to navigate. The 
first section is the daily prayer that contains liturgies that can be used for 
morning and evening prayer. The second section contains liturgies for 
ordinary life, such as blessing a home or a new beginning. The third section 
is for special occasions, from starting school to commemorating a wedding 
anniversary. The fourth section offers liturgies for difficult seasons of life 
ranging from the death of a loved one to a liturgy for healing. The fifth section 
offers liturgies that celebrate holy days and holidays throughout the Christian 
year, such as Christmas and Easter. The sixth section contains several calls 
and responses. The seventh section has a collection of table blessings that can 
be prayed around the family table. The final section contains a selection of 
prayers from various historic saints; these ancient prayers are timeless and 
will inspire you to emulate the faith of great saints who have gone before us.

Living Room Liturgy is a versatile book of worship that can be used by 
individuals, families, or small groups. In fact, I have personally used these 
liturgies and prayers in all three ways in various places in our home. 

If you are using it by yourself, prayerfully read the liturgies alone. As you 
pray them, imagine joining your voice with other believers who are praying 
the same prayers. 

When using these liturgies and prayers in a small group or as a family, 
select a person or persons to read the prayers and scriptures as the “Leader.” 
Then, the sections that are labeled “People” can be read aloud by the rest of 
the group. Ideally, whether young or old, every member of the family can 
share in these prayers. 

Each liturgy follows a similar pattern: opening, Scripture, prayer, 
reflection, the Lord’s Prayer, and a closing. Finally, these are not official 
liturgies of the church, so feel free to make them personal. Use them at your 
own pace, add songs or additional scriptures, or pray additional prayers. This 
is, after all, Living Room Liturgy, so make it your own! May God bless you as 
you use these liturgies in your everyday life, especially in your home. 

Winfield Bevins
Eastertide, 2020
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A Liturgy for the Morning

OPENING 

Leader: This is the day that the Lord has made.
People: We will rejoice and be glad in it. 

SCRIPTURE 

Read one of the following scriptures to prepare your heart for morning prayer. 

S U N I rejoiced with those who said to me, “Let us go to the house of the 
Lord.” (Ps. 122:1)

M O N  May these words of my mouth and this meditation of my heart be 
pleasing in your sight, Lord, my Rock and my Redeemer. (Ps. 19:14)

T U E  Send me your light and your faithful care, let them lead me; let 
them bring me to your holy mountain, to the place where you 
dwell. (Ps. 43:3)

WED  The Lord is in his holy temple; let all the earth be silent before 
him. (Hab. 2:20)

T H U  “Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers 
will worship the Father in the Spirit and in truth, for they are the 
kind of worshipers the Father seeks.” (John 4:23)

F R I  For this is what the high and exalted One says—he who lives 
forever, whose name is holy: “I live in a high and holy place, but 
also with the one who is contrite and lowly in spirit, to revive 
the spirit of the lowly and to revive the heart of the contrite.” 
(Isa. 57:15)

S AT  Give praise to the Lord, proclaim his name; make known among 
the nations what he has done. (Ps. 105:1) 

Leader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God. 
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A Liturgy for a New Pet

OPENING 

Leader: God made the animals according to their kinds.
People: And God saw that it was good. 

SCRIPTURE

And God said, “Let the water teem with living creatures, and let birds 
fly above the earth across the vault of the sky.” So God created the great 
creatures of the sea and every living thing with which the water teems 
and that moves about in it, according to their kinds, and every winged bird 
according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. God blessed them and 
said, “Be fruitful and increase in number and fill the water in the seas, and 
let the birds increase on the earth.” And there was evening, and there was 
morning—the fifth day. And God said, “Let the land produce living creatures 
according to their kinds: the livestock, the creatures that move along the 
ground, and the wild animals, each according to its kind.” And it was so. 
God made the wild animals according to their kinds, the livestock according 
to their kinds, and all the creatures that move along the ground according to 
their kinds. And God saw that it was good. (Gen. 1:20–25)

Leader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God. 

PRAYER 

Leader: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: Let us pray.

Dear Lord, thank you for the blessing of our new pet,        (insert pet’s 
name). We look forward to all of the memorable moments that are ahead. 
We recognize this new responsibility and we pray that we can tend to our 
new friend with great care. May he/she be kept in health and may our time 
together be filled with much companionship, joy, and love for many years to 
come. It’s in your name we pray, amen.
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REFLECTION

At this time, you may take a few minutes for a short reflection or 
personal prayer that goes along with the theme of the day.

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name. 
 thy kingdom come,
 thy will be done 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power,
 and the glory, forever. Amen.

CLOSING 

Leader: Let us bless the Lord for our new pet. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
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The Beatitudes
Leader: Blessed are the poor in spirit,
People: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Leader: Blessed are those who mourn,
People: for they will be comforted.

Leader: Blessed are the meek,
People: for they will inherit the earth.

Leader: Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
People: for they will be filled.

Leader: Blessed are the merciful,
People: for they will be shown mercy.

Leader: Blessed are the pure in heart,
People: for they will see God.

Leader: Blessed are the peacemakers,
People: for they will be called children of God.

Leader: Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness,
People: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Leader:  Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you, and 
falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me.

People:  Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, 
for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were 
before you.
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A General Intercession
Leader:  For the peace from above, for the lovingkindness of God, and 

for the salvation of our souls, let us pray to the Lord.
People: Lord, have mercy.

Leader:  For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the holy church of 
God, and for the unity of all peoples, let us pray to the Lord.

People: Lord, have mercy.

Leader: For all the clergy and people, let us pray to the Lord.
People: Lord, have mercy.

Leader:  For our president, for the leaders of the nations, and for all in 
authority, let us pray to the Lord.

People: Lord, have mercy.

Leader:  For this city (town, village, etc.), for every city and community, 
and for those who live in them, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy.

Leader:  For seasonable weather, and for an abundance of the fruits of 
the earth, let us pray to the Lord.

People: Lord, have mercy.

Leader:  For the good earth which God has given us, and for the wisdom 
and will to conserve it, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy.

Leader:  For those who travel on land, on water, or in the air (or through 
outer space), let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy.

Leader:  For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphaned, and 
for the sick and the suffering, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy.

Leader: For      , let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy.
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